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S.157

Introduced by Committee on Agriculture

Date:

Subject: Agriculture, hemp; permit

Statement of purpose of bill asintroduced: Thisbill proposesto: require
persons to obtain a permit to grow hemp; remove the word “industrial” from
references to hemp production in the State of Vermont; and give the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets authority to assess fees to hemp permit

applicants.

An act relating to modifying the requirements for hemp production in the
State of Vermont

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 6 V.SA. chapter 34 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 34. INDUSFRIAL HEMP
§561. INTENT
Theintent of this aet chapter isto establish policy and procedures for
growing Hadustrial hemp in Vermont so that farmers and other businessesin

the Vermont agricultural industry can take advantage of this market

opportunity whenfederalregutationspermit.
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§562. DEFINITIONS
Asused in this chapter:
(1) “Grower” means any a person erbusiess-entity Heensed whois
granted a permit under this chapter by the seeretary-as-an-rdustria-hemp

grower Secretary to grow hemp.

(2) “Hemp products” means all products made from irdustrial hemp,
including but-nrettmited-to cloth, cordage, fiber, food, fuel, paint, paper,
particle board, plastics, seed, seed meal, seed oil, and certified seed for
cultivation H-sueh-seeds-eriginate from-Hadustrial-hemp-varieties.

(©)

thisehapter- “Hemp” means the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of the

plant, whether growing or not, with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol

concentration of not more than 0.3 percent on adry weight basis.

(4) “Secretary” means the secretary-of-agriculturefood-and-markets

Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

§563. INBUSFRIAE HEMP: AN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT

trdustrial-hemp Hemp is an agricultural product which may be grown,

produced, possessed, and commercially traded in Vermont pursuant to the

provisions of this chapter.
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§564. LICENSING GROWER PERMIT; APPLICATION

secretary- A person shall not grow hemp in this State until he or she obtains a

permit from the Secretary. A Heense permit from the seeretary Secretary shall

authorize trdustrial hemp production only at asite or sites specified by the
Heense permit.
(b) A heense permit from the seeretary Secretary shall be valid for 24

moenths up to 36 months from the date of issuance pursuant to subdivision

1(a)(13) of thistitle and may be renewed but shall not be transferable.

VT LEG #287724 v.7
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{d) When applying for a tcense permit from the secretary Secretary, an

applicant shall provide information sufficient to demonstrate to the seeretary

Secretary that the applicant intends to grow and-is-capable-of-growing

Hadustrial hemp in accordance with this chapter, which at a minimum shall

include:

2)-FHing-with-the seeretary documentation certifying:
(1) that the seeds obtained for planting are of atype and variety

compliant with the maximum concentration of tetrahydrocannabinol set forth
in subdivision 5663} 562(3) of this chapter:; and
3)(2) Fiingwiththe seeretary the location and acreage of all parcels

sown and other field reference information as may be required by the secretary

Secretary.

VT LEG #287724 v.7
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{g)(d) Every A grower shall allow Hdustrial hemp crops, throughout
sowing, growing season, harvest, storage, and processing, to be inspected by

and at the discretion of the seeretary Secretary or his or her designee.
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§566. RULEMAKING-AUTHORHY GROWER PERMITS;

APPLICATION; ISSUANCE

(a) The Secretary shall:

(1) design and implement an application procedure for a grower

permit; and

(2) design and make available to prospective applicants an advisory

document that provides notice that, until current federal law is amended to

provide otherwise:

(A) cultivation and possession of hemp in Vermont is aviolation of

the federal Controlled Substances Act; and

(B) federa prosecution for growing hemp in violation of federa law

may include criminal penalties, forfeiture of property, and loss of access to
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federa agricultural benefits, including agricultural |oans, conservation

programs, and insurance programs.

(b) The Secretary may:

(1) assess an annual fee of $25.00 for a grower permit application; and

(2) issue agrower permit to an applicant who meets the requirements of

this chapter.
8567. ENFORCEMENT

(a) A person who violates this chapter may be assessed an administrative

penaty by the Secretary pursuant to section 15 of thistitle.

(b) The Secretary is authorized to seek to restrain by temporary or

permanent injunction from a court of competent jurisdiction the continuation

or repetition of violations of this chapter.

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 4201(15) is amended to read:
(15) “Marijuand’ means any plant material of the genus cannabis or any
preparation, compound, or mixture thereof except sterilized seeds of the plant

and fiber produced from the stalks. “Marijuana” shall not include hemp or

hemp products as defined in 6 V.S.A. § 562.

Sec. 3. 18 V.SA. § 4241(b) is amended to read:
(b) Thissubchapter shall not apply to any property used or intended for use

in an offense involving two ounces or less of marijuana or in connection with

hemp or hemp products as definedin 6 V.S.A. § 562.
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Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013.
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